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Jackson who recently retired from his position 
as Assistant Vice President for Facilities at the 
University of North Texas (UNT) in Denton, 
Texas. For over a decade, he has competently 
overseen the rapid growth of new construction 
and renovation of numerous campus buildings. 
Prior to his work at UNT, Col. Jackson spent 
the majority of his career serving his country 
on active duty with the United States Air Force 
(USAF). As a registered professional engineer 
and member of the Association of Physical 
Plant Administrators, Col. Jackson has distin-
guished himself as an accomplished military 
and civilian engineer through his successful di-
rection of numerous projects and develop-
ments, domestically and abroad. 

Col. Jackson received a B.A. in civil engi-
neering from the U.S. Air Force Academy and 
a M.A. in engineering/facilities from the Air 
Force Institute of Technology. He served as 
the commander of the 7th Engineering Squad-
ron at Carswell Air Force Base at Fort Worth, 
Texas. His civil engineer leadership positions 
include duty assignments stateside in Colo-
rado, Texas, Nebraska, and Oklahoma and 
overseas in Japan, Germany and Belgium. 
Col. Jackson dedicated 30 years of his life as 
a civil engineer in the Air Force and achieved 
the rank of Colonel upon his retirement in May 
1998. 

Following his departure from the Air Force, 
Col. Jackson began employment at UNT as 
Facilities Maintenance Manager and was se-
lected for his current position in 2005. Since 
2000, the UNT campus has rapidly expanded 
to accommodate the growing number of in-
coming students. Col. Jackson has overseen 
the construction of four residence halls, seven 
major buildings and additional renovation 
projects. His proudest accomplishments in-
clude the Library Mall, the Net Zero Energy 
Lab, and the recent completion of the SMART 
project which will have a long-term beneficial 
impact for the UNT campus. Col. Jackson 
acted as a vital proponent of this project that 
will save the University over $3 million in utility 
and operation costs annually and ensure reli-
able systems to support UNT into the future. 
The SMART project recently received a Green 
Ribbon Award in the infrastructure category 
from the U.S. Green Building Council North 
Texas as the best example of the implementa-
tion of sustainable infrastructure design, con-
struction or management practices. 

On a personal level, I am grateful to Col. 
Jackson for his advice and expertise as a 
member of my Service Academy Board. As a 
USAF Academy graduate and higher edu-
cation representative, Col. Jackson’s role was 
to comprehensively screen and interview high 
school and college applicants wishing to re-
ceive a congressional nomination and to ad-
vise me upon the selection of qualified service 
academy candidates. 

I join his family, friends and colleagues in 
congratulating Col. Charles Jackson upon his 
exemplary service to our community, state and 
Nation and extend my warmest wishes upon a 
well-earned retirement. His positive contribu-
tions and dedicated efforts will continue to en-
hance the University of North Texas for years 
to come, and I am privileged to represent the 
University of North Texas in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
No. 449, I was unable to be present for the 
vote on H.R. 2844. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes’’. 
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CONGRATULATING THE RIO RICO 
LITTLE LEAGUE JUNIORS 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Rio Rico Little League Jun-
iors, this year’s National Champions. 

On August 16, 2013, Rio Rico (4–1) beat 
Goodlettsville, Tennessee 7–3 to capture the 
United States Championship at the Junior 
League World Series. 

The Rio Rico Little League Juniors ad-
vanced through the state, regionals, and won 
the National Championship and represented 
the United States against the undefeated Asia 
Pacific Baseball Academy team from Taiyuan, 
Chinese Taipei (Taiwan). 

On August 18, 2013, Nogales and Rio Rico 
both came together in celebration of the Little 
League’s success. The streets were filled with 
fire trucks, fans, and family members who ea-
gerly and fondly received the team for the 
champions they are. 

I like to extend my deepest congratulations 
to the Rio Rico Little League boys and to the 
coaches that contributed to the very success 
and victory of the team. 

I also give my most sincere thanks to the 
Rio Rico Little League juniors for their wonder-
ful performance and for representing all of Ari-
zona with such pride, dignity, and courage. 
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HONORING CITY MANAGER TOM 
ROBINSON 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Tom Robin-
son for his public service to the people of La 
Mirada, California. Tom began with the city in 
1985 as the Community Resource Manager 
and, in 2008, Tom was appointed City Man-
ager. After 27 productive years of service to 
La Mirada and its residents, Tom has retired. 

During his tenure with the City of La Mirada, 
Tom always provided strong leadership and 
knowledgeable direction for major projects. 
Those numerous projects included the City’s 
Community Services Master Plan, the Social 
Services Model Plan, and the development of 
the Splash! La Mirada Regional Aquatics Cen-
ter. 

Over the past decade, Tom has worked tire-
lessly to ensure La Mirada operates on firm fi-
nancial footing and never outside its fiscal 

means. While the struggling economy has im-
pacted many cities throughout Southern Cali-
fornia, La Mirada has managed to maintain 
funding for all city services and capital im-
provement projects and Tom is a big reason 
why. It’s no surprise La Mirada was listed by 
CNN and Money Magazine as one of the 
‘‘Best Places to Live’’ in 2007. 

As an active civic member, he has served 
as a member of the American Society for Pub-
lic Administration, an accredited member of 
the Public Relations Society of America, and a 
member and former president of the Rotary 
Club of La Mirada. Robinson has been recog-
nized by the California Association of Public 
Information Officials (CAPIO). The award rec-
ognizes exceptional service and career 
achievement by public communicators. 

From one public servant to another, I praise 
Tom Robinson and commend him on his 
many years of outstanding public service and 
dedication to the City of La Mirada and its 
residents. Let us wish him and his family the 
very best in retirement. 
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HONORING CRISTIAN ROLDAN, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE 2012–2013 
GATORADE NATIONAL BOYS SOC-
CER PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
AWARD 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 10, 2013 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, today I am here to congratulate 
Cristian Roldan, who is the recipient of the 
2012–2013 Gatorade National Boys Soccer 
Player of the Year Award. This is an amazing 
feat that deserves our recognition. 

In 1985, The Gatorade Company estab-
lished an award to recognize high school ath-
letes across the country. Since then, more 
than 12,500 students have been honored with 
the award of State Player of the Year and 250 
National Players of the Year. This prestigious 
list includes many top professional athletes 
such as Payton Manning, Lisa Leslie, and 
Derek Jeter. The Gatorade Player of the Year 
award is presented to high school athletes that 
have achieved athletic excellence as well as 
high standards of academic achievement and 
model character on and off the field. Cristian 
was selected as the National Player of the 
Year out of 400,000 boys high school soccer 
players. 

Cristian, recently graduated from El Rancho 
High School in Pico Rivera, CA. Cristian; a 5- 
foot-7, 165-pound midfielder; was without a 
doubt the catalyst of the El Rancho Dons 
boys’ soccer team this past season leading 
them to a 29–2–1 record and the California 
Interscholastic Federation (CIF) Southern Sec-
tion Division III title. Scoring 54 goals and 31 
assists, he also helped the Dons capture the 
Division I title at the CIF Southern California 
Regional Soccer Championships. As the sea-
son came to a successful end, Cristian was 
awarded Most Valuable Player of the CIF 
Southern Section Division Ill. 

In addition to his success on the soccer 
field, Cristian was a three-year varsity 
volleyball player, all while earning a 3.74 GPA 
his senior year. Cristian is a member of the 
California Scholarship Federation for his aca-
demic excellence and serves as a peer men-
tor in his spare time. Cristian has displayed 
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